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Code Compliance Alert 17-001

May 13, 2017

Approved Duct
Sealant Tape

Some contractors are sealing ductwork with
tape that does not meet the requirements of
the Michigan Residential and Mechanical
Codes. A Mechanical Inspector recently
reported that a contractor was using
POLYKEN 337 Multi-Purpose Foil Tape, and
guestioned his interpretation of the Code.

Both Michigan Residential Code (MRC) 2015
Section M1601.4.1 and Michigan Mechanical
Code (MMC) 2015 Section 603.9, “Joints,
seams and connection”, state that “Tapes
and mastics used to seal fibrous glass
ductwork shall be listed and labeled in
accordance with UL 181A and shall be
marked “181 A-P” for pressure-sensitive tape,
“181 A-M” for mastic or “181 A-H” for heat-
sensitive tape. Tapes and mastics used to
seal metallic and flexible air ducts and flexible
air connectors shall comply with UL 181B and
shall be marked “181 B-FX” for pressure-
sensitive tape or “181 B-M” for mastic.”

The POLYKEN 337 packaging and vendor
data sheet state that this tape is UL 723
Classified, which does not meet the
requirements of the either the MMC or the
MRC.

Berry Plastics Corp. manufactures Nashua
and other POLYKEN brand tapes that are
appropriately listed and labeled.

Suppliers sell what contractors order. Itis
the responsibility of contractors to meet
Code requirements.

Recommendation: Specify the Code section
and specific requirement on Violation Notices.

Mechanical Inspectors Association of Michigan - Metropolitan Mechanical Inspectors Association

b+

The Department of Build

RE:
PERMIT #:

ing, Safety and Engincering has inspected as required by law regarding

the work performed under the above listed permit. During the course of our inspection it was
noted that violations of the code were found to exist.

The following order are issued for the correction of these violations and
must be completed at once.

PROPERLY SEAL INSTALLED DUCTWORK WITH APPROVED (LISTED) 2
MATERIAL, MRC M1601.4 .
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Non compliance will result in further action. Damage of injury resulting from delay

;‘;:i’:iulf):tunﬂy with this notice will be attributed to pegligence on the part of the responsible
part or partics.
the department completion of the correction of the aforementioned item(s) at (313)
for reyj address and permit number required for scheduling.
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