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Introduction to Building Codes

ÁCodes are minimum 

requirements to 

safeguard the public 

health, safety and 

welfare of the public and 

occupants or users of 

spaces or buildings.  
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ICC Code Development Cycle

ÁNew code published every 

3 years

Á12 month cycle

ÁCodes divided into 3 groups

1. IBC, IPC, IMC, IFGC, IPSDC

2. IRC, IFC, IEBC, IECC, IPMC, 

ISPSC, IWUIC, IZC, ICCPC, 

Admin.

3. IgCC

New Edition Published

Public Comment Hearing

Public Comments Available

Public Comments Submitted

Report of Public Hearing

Committee Action Hearing

Code Changes Available

Code Changes Submitted
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MRC ïMichigan Residential 

Code - 2015

ÁRegulates of 1- and 2-family dwellings and 

townhouse structures

ÁCombines all regulations for building, energy, 

mechanical, fuel gas, plumbing and electrical 

into one document
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Dwellings and Townhouses
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Maximum 3 stories 

above grade plane

Allows a full basement 

in addition to 3 stories

Habitable attic is not 

considered a story
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Dwellings

ÁSeparate means of egress to the outdoors for 

each dwelling unit

Á1 exterior exit door 

ÁEgress travel distance 

is not regulated

ÁNo limit on size of 

dwellings

Á2-family dwellings 

require fire-resistant 

separations
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Townhouses

ÁMinimum of 3 townhouses

ÁNo maximum on the number of townhouses

ÁFire-resistant separations between townhouses

ÁTownhouses open on front and back
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Units are not open 

on 2 sides; cannot 

be constructed 

under the IRC



Accessory Buildings

ÁThe IRC regulates accessory buildings

ÁUse incidental and accessory to dwelling

ÁOn same lot as dwelling

ÁUnlimited area

ÁÒ 3 stories AGP
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Existing Buildings

ÁExisting buildings permitted to continue without change 

ÁMaintained per code under which they were constructed

ÁThe IRC regulates additions, alterations and repairs to 

an existing building

ÁAppendix J offers compliance 

alternatives for construction 

on existing buildings

ÁWork categorized as repair, 

renovation, alteration 

or reconstruction
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Adoption of the IRC

ÁAdopting by local ordinance includes:

ÁEdition and title of the IRC 

ÁPurpose and scope

ÁEffective date for ordinance

ÁInsertion of local information and criteria into code 

text:

ÁName of the jurisdiction

ÁDesign criteria

ÁBuilding sewer depths
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